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DID YOU KNOW…
• Rats Need 3 Things to Survive: Food, Water, and Shelter
• Rats have an average home range of 25-100ft from its nest
• Rats can begin reproducing as early as 6wks old
• The average gestation time is 22-24 days
• One litter averages 10-12 offspring
• A female can reproduce up to 17 times per year

PREVENTING AND ELIMINATING RATS
DON’T FEED THEM
NO OUTSIDE FOOD

• Don’t leave dog/cat food or water outside.
• Clean up pet feces (poop) every day.
• Clean up bird food laying on the ground.
• Pick up fallen tree fruit.
• Harvest garden vegetables before rats have a chance to.

KEEP GARBAGE SECURE

• Bag trash and use garbage containers with tight
lids and keep them closed.
• Check plastic trash cans for chew holes near the bottom.
Replace chewed cans with heavy duty plastic or metal
cans.

• If you compost, make sure your bin keeps rats
out and bury food scraps deep in the pile.
• Do not compost meats, dairy or greasy foods.
• Locate composting far away from the house.
• Make sure there is no garbage on the ground.
• Put garbage out the night before or early morning
the day of regularly scheduled pickup.

DON’T GIVE THEM A PLACE TO LIVE
COVER OPENINGS

• Cover basement drains with hardware cloth or
a drain cover.
• Cover openings ½ inch or larger with concrete,
sheet metal or hardware cloth. Seal small gaps
with silicone caulk

SEAL AND SNUG

• Doors should fit snugly, not more than 3/8 inch
from the door frame.
• Basement windows should fit tightly and have
no broken panes.

CLEAN UP YOUR YARD

• Remove leaves, branches and other yard waste.
• Have junk, like old cars and appliances, hauled
away. Contact your refuse collection company
about collecting bulk items.

IF ALL ELSE FAILS...

• Call a professional exterminator.
• Use traps made for rats, not mice.
• If you use rat poison, follow the label very carefully.

REPORT COMPLAINTS OR ASK QUESTIONS

• Screen basement windows and other windows that are within
three feet of the ground with hardware cloth.
• Patch holes around wires and pipes with sheet metal
or concrete patching.

• Seal up enclosed spots such as between walls, crawl spaces,
under porches, and around boxed-in plumbing.

• Keep grass and weeds cut low (under 12 inches).
• Stack building materials, lumber and fire wood at least
18 inches off the ground. Do not stack materials against your
garage, shed, or fence.
• Use caution when using poisons - pets are at high risk of
being poisoned too.

CALL THE FRANKLIN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH’S REPORT A RAT PROBLEM LINE AT (614) 525-4762 OR FILL OUT THE
WEBFORM AT http://bit.ly/ReportRats.
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SEAL UP HOLES INSIDE AND OUT
Mice can squeeze through a hole the size of a dime, and rats can squeeze through a hole the size of a quarter.
Prevent rodents from entering the home by checking inside and outside the house for gaps or holes.

WHERE TO LOOK FOR GAPS OR HOLES INSIDE YOUR HOME
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inside, under and behind kitchen cabinets, refrigerators, and stoves
Inside closets near the floor corners
Around the fireplace
Around doors
Around the pipes under sinks and washing machines
Around the pipes going to hot water heaters and furnaces
Around floor vents and dryer vents
Inside the attic
In the basement or crawl space
In the basement and laundry room floor drains
Between the floor and wall juncture

WHERE TO LOOK FOR GAPS OR HOLES OUTSIDE YOUR HOME
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In the roof among the rafters, gables, and eaves
Around windows
Around doors
Around the foundation
Attic vents and crawl space vents
Under doors
Around holes for electrical, plumbing, cable, and gas lines

HOW TO FILL HOLES

• Fill small holes with steel wool designed to exclude rats (regular strength steel wool can be
chewed through). Put caulk around the steel wool to keep it in place.
• Use lath screen or lath metal, cement, or metal sheeting to fix large holes.
These materials can be found at your local hardware store.
• Fix gaps in trailer skirtings and use flashing around the base of the house.
• If you do not remember to seal up entry holes in your home, rodents will continue to get inside.
• Outbuildings and garages should be sealed to prevent the entrance of rodents.

Prairie Township
Building and Zoning Office
25 Maple Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43228
(614) 878-3317 (614) 878-0566 Fax
www.prairietownship.org

TRAP RODENTS AROUND THE HOME
CHOOSE AN APPROPRIATE SNAP TRAP

Traps for catching mice are different from those for catching rats. Carefully read the instructions before
setting the trap.
When setting the trap place a small amount of peanut butter (approximately the size of a pea) on the
bait pan of the snap trap. Position the bait end of the trap bet to the wall so it forms a “T” with the wall
or fence. Rodents prefer to run next to walls or other objects for safety and do not like being out in
the open.
In attics, basements, crawlspaces, and other areas that do not have regular human traffic, set traps in any area where there
is evidence of frequent rodent activity. Some rodents, particularly rats, are very cautious and several days may pass before
they approach traps. You may need to put bait on unset traps for a few days to gain rats’ trust. Other rodents, such as
house mice and deer mice, are less cautious and may be trapped more quickly.
We do not recommend using glue traps or live traps. These traps can scare mice that are caught live and cause them to
urinate. Since their urine may contain germs, this may increase your risk of being exposed to diseases.
Also, place traps in outbuildings and in areas that might likely serve as rodent shelters. Natural rodent predators, such as
non-poisonous snakes, owls, and hawks, may also help control and reduce the number of rodents outside the home.
If you trap inside your home, but do not seal up rodent entry holes, new rodents will enter the dwelling.

CLEANING UP DEAD RODENTS AND THEIR NESTS, POOP, AND URINE

Dead rats and their poop, urine, or nesting materials can still carry many diseases. Rats that
have been poisoned can harm your pet if it eats them. Poop, urine, and nesting materials can
attract more rodents. Make sure to clean up to keep you and your family safe.
Make sure to wear gloves and use a shovel to place dead rats in a double plastic bag.
Place the tied plastic bag into a secure trash can or dumpster.
Spray poop, urine, and nesting materials with disinfectant spray or a mixture of bleach and
water first. After waiting 10 minutes, clean up using paper towels while wearing gloves. Place soiled materials in a plastic
bag in the trash and disinfect surfaces again. Disinfect any items the rodents may have touched or run across.
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